
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER - MAY 2020

My tenure as Chairman so far has not continued the tradition of providing 
you with a Newsletter. I have sent an occasional update referring to the 
programme or an item of local interest (such as inviting you to vote on the 
neighbourhood plan). 

These are difficult times. The last time I wrote was to announce the 
suspension of the Society’s events and activities. This newsletter is an 
attempt to keep in contact and provide you with some reading material of 
interest. 

The Committee has met by video-conference and we are resolved to deliver 
an on-line autumn programme. More on this soon. 

I’m happy to receive your comments. What would you like in a newsletter? 
How frequent should it be? Do you have something to write for us? 

Take care and best wishes.   Christopher Hughes


Members who are familiar with our website may be pleased to learn that plans are afoot 
to replace it: for some time it has been recognised that its form had become seriously 
outdated, may contain irrelevant or misleading information and is overly-complicated to 
manage. A sub-group of the committee is therefore investigating the available options, 
and anticipates moving the project forward within the next few months - current restric-
tions permitting. 

If any member of the Society has any suggestions to make regarding future content / 
format these would be welcomed and will be considered at the planning stage. Please 
email us with your ideas. 

As a footnote David Winpenny points out that, when created some ten years or so ago, 
the website was considered quite innovative and cutting edge; to the extent that it won 
an award from Civic Voice! It only goes to prove how much technology has progressed in 
the short span of intervening years. 

David Hall 



 

Ripon Conservation Area Finola Hart leaves Ripon Gazette 
to join BBC Look North (East 
Yorkshire and Lincolnshire) 
Wonderful news for Finola and we offer 
her congratulations. She followed our 
activities and encouraged us to put our 
thoughts and opinions on paper. We shall 
really miss her as the ever-cheerful face 
of local journalism, always reporting 
fairly and optimistically. 

Last year Ripon Conservation Area 
had been designated for half a 
century. We took a stall on the 
Market Place in June to tell Ripon 
people about the conservation area. 

At our October members’ meeting at 
the Spa Hotel I presented a history 
of those fifty years. For a relative 
newcomer to the city I enjoyed 
tracking back how the conservation 
area had been brought about. The 
threats and opportunities were 
surprising, the roles of individuals 
and organisations fascinating. 

The conservation area has been 
enhanced from time to time and the 
way this was achieved is worthy of a 
novel. 

Instead, I’ve re-written my 
presentation into an essay which 
will be available for reading on our 
website.  
	 	 	 CH

	 	 	

Don’t forget that David Winpenny’s 
regular columns in the Ripon Gazette 
can still be read on our website. 

On the Home page, open the News 
column and you’ll find Gazette articles 
on the second row. Click the list to find 
the articles.

Rt Hon James Ramsden 
1923 - 2020 

Ripon Civic Society is sad to learn of the death 
of James Ramsden, a Vice-President and former 
President of the Society. James was always very 
supportive of our work, and regularly came to 
events; two years ago he joined us to celebrate 
our Golden Jubilee, and we most recently saw 
him as we unveiled our plaque to Naomi Jacob.  
Others will write of his political and business ca-
reer, and will acknowledge his vital mobilisation 
of support to preserve and enhance the Hackfall 
landscape; we are grateful to have known him 
and to have had his unstinting encouragement. 
We send our condolences to all his family. 

David Winpenny  

Over the last 6 months we have been cu-
rating images from the Ripon Re-Viewed 
collection which give a rare glimpse of 
life in our City between 1940 and 1950 to 
mark the 75th VE Day anniversary.  This 
was in preparation for a presentation 
which would have been held at the 
Workhouse Museum together with an ex-
ternal exhibition of some of the most in-
teresting images.  There are some ex-
traordinary and surprising images of peo-
ple and places in the 40s and military life 
during WW2 in our City to see and enjoy 
for the first time.  

Hopefully we will be able to hold the ex-
hibition and presentation soon. Mean-
while most of the 1940s images together 
with some of the other wonderful images 
from the collections are available for 
everyone to see and enjoy on our Ripon 
Re-Viewed website www.riponre-
viewed.org          

Mandy Whitehead

http://www.riponreviewed.org
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 What is there to share with you at this time? 

The planning application hasn’t been submitted yet.  

We contributed to a conference on 2 March attended by various Ripon 
organisations. We were shown some further thinking by Homes England and 
their Masterplan advisers. As you would expect, communication became more 
difficult shortly afterwards. Homes England are still discussing their plans by 
video meetings. From what we understand they are still working on design, 
green space (including playing fields), employment and transport.  

On 12 March Ripon Gazette carried another front page on Homes England’s 
latest consultation plans. We were quoted again. 

When we have more detail, we’ll let you know.                                        CH                                                   

From Mick Stanley on the Hornblower 

“The North Yorkshire regional officer of Welcome to Yorkshire contacted me to ask if I would 
speak with a journalist, Mike MacEacheran, from BBC World Travel who was researching an 
article on the Ripon Hornblower. Naturally I jumped at the chance to talk with him, and he 
duly called me one morning in late April. An hour later I put the phone down after a full and 
frank discussion centring on the history of why, when and how the Hornblower came into 
existence. 

Ripon in the Middle Ages was way ahead of its time with the Wakeman, the first citizen, 
responsible for guarding premises from burglary and paying compensation for any loss. He 
arranged the horn blowing in the Market Place by the Hornblower who set the watch and 
controlling the Bylawgraves, the police of the day, who patrolled during the night and day, 
and rang the Town bell if a fire started to muster the residents to help. The Wakeman also 
had the Bellman who rang the market bell at 12 noon collecting the dues from the corn 
sellers; the Pinder, who impounded cattle; the Neatherd who looked after the cattle and the 
Swineherd, who looked after the pigs.  

Referenced in The Town Book of Ripon, 1598.”  


You might remember this front 
page headline from last 
November reporting our 

response to the latest Homes 
England plans for Ripon Barracks. 
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Commentators are beginning to speculate on the possible trends after 
Lockdown. Even after Covid-19 is brought under control there will still be 
the climate change agenda to consider. How about ..? 

๏ Will more people choose to work from home? What would homes need to 
include? 

๏ What could be the effect on the rush hour and traffic? 
๏ How might renewable energy effect the design of buildings and places? 
๏ Will more people use online shopping? 
๏ Should we plan for new or different shops? Do we need to? 
๏ Should we expect to build new offices? Where should they be? 
๏ Will we seek to produce more goods locally? 
๏ How will health services be provided and where? 
๏ What will happen to tourism and hospitality and Ripon’s role? 
๏ How does Ripon become “the meeting place of choice” as proposed in the 

neighbourhood plan? 
๏ Would responses be different between cities, towns and the conurbations 

and market towns and their hinterlands? 
๏ What changes could there be in our countryside?                                  CH 

Some things to think about, perhaps…

Richard Taylor writes: 

How about using this enforced lockdown time to find out more about where 
we live by using these links? There's also the opportunity to actively improve 
some online resources (which might help the Society’s work in the future). 

Listed buildings: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/ This is a searchable database – 
just add the address or view a map. Improve the list either by adding information at 
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/enrich-the-list/ or suggesting corrections at https://
historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/minor-amendments/ 

Historic Photos: In addition to those on our own site at https://www.riponreviewed.org 
you can visit https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/. Search for Ripon and 
there are nearly 500 entries to view online. A few aerial photos of Ripon can be found at 
https://www.britainfromabove.org.uk/en/search?
keywords=Ripon&country=global&year=all 
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