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NEWSLETTER - JULY 2020
Thank you to those readers who commented on our revived newsletter. 
Here’s another. 

Our context now is somewhat different. Who we can meet with, where and 
how, is being relaxed. We’re being encouraged to do more. People are 
returning to work, of course some have never stopped. Children and 
grandchildren have been getting back to school. 

I’m sure when you hear, view and read about this you have your own 
thoughts, so all I’ll suggest is that we live in a rather special place, so let’s do 
as much as we feel comfortable with to enjoy and support it. 

As I write, Ripon Barracks seems to be increasingly in the news. Much of this 
is about what Ripon hasn’t been told about Homes England’s proposals. I’ll 
update you on what we know. It’s time to start setting out what we think 
Clotherholme should be for Ripon. 

Last time I posed some questions which had a common theme of “Planning 
post-Covid”. This time we’ve a piece from the recently retired Government 
Chief Planner.  

There’s also some news about the River Skell and Mick Stanley invites 
thought on what statues are for. 

I’ll share how the Committee proposes to carry on our programme. 

Hope you enjoy reading.     Christopher Hughes 

Latest News 
A thank you to members Irene and David Hall for our new website. 

Do take a look at www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk

http://www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk
http://www.riponcivicsociety.org.uk
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Revealing the Skell project

The National Trust is required to have 
a Conservation Management Plan for 
the Studley Royal estate. Over the life 
of the current edition, the Trust has 
been working with other land 
managers in the valley to find ways to 
make the World Heritage Site water 
gardens more resilient to flooding.  
The National Lottery Heritage Fund has 
awarded funds to the Trust to develop 
a project which, if successful, would 
see £2.4m invested in the valley from 
the moor tops to Ripon.  

The project will expand the Trust’s 
involvement to take a more 
comprehensive approach to the Skell 
catchment and valley. These themes 
are landscape, nature, heritage and 
people. 

Engineering would have been the 
traditional way to deal with flooding 
but in recent years alternative, natural 
approaches have become of interest 
especially as they offer bio-diversity 
gains. The Nidderdale Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty has a Skell 
Farmers Network which seeks to find 
practices which are more supportive of 
water flow management and 
conservation. This will be an important 
part of the project.  

Other partnerships include the Friends 
of Hell Wath who have started a 
BioBlitz project, a plan for habitats 
and the affect of the river upon them.  

The area contains significant ancient 
woodland and veteran trees. Families 

are being encouraged to record trees 
and wildlife upstream from Ripon. A 
different environmental part of the 
project is the creation of ten green 
spaces to support wildlife alongside 
communities in Ripon and the villages. 

“Exploring the Skell” is a focus on 
cultural heritage using a series of new 
walks and interpretation. This would 
be joined by a project in the Serpent 
Valley and Chinese Garden originally 
created by William Aislabie. The 19th 
century Eavestone Lakes would be 
enhanced. 

Two economic proposals are included 
in the project. “Enterprising 
Landscapes” is to understand the value 
that a healthy landscape brings to the 
Ripon area economy. Healthy land and 
healthy river features as well in a 
“payment by results scheme” for 
farmers working to improve water 
quality. 

Ripon has a well developed volunteer 
network with several established 
organisations. The project  would 
support the increase in capacity of 
these networks and volunteer 
management development. Volunteer 
networks will be affected in the post-
Covid period and the project is a 
means to secure the sector into the 
future. 

We understand that the final grant 
application is to be submitted in 
September.
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Ripon Barracks - what we know now

Our previous newsletter mentioned 
that Homes England was still working 
on design, green space (including 
playing fields), employment and 
transport for the new Clotherholme 
neighbourhood. What happened next? 

Homes England did invite some of the 
Committee to meet their consultants 
and see their work on design. This was 
an analysis of Ripon’s built character, 
even looking at some of our 
neighbouring villages. They then 
applied this to the proposed 
masterplan to show how each part 
might look, including the village centre 
and attempts to show how the 1300 
dwellings could be fitted in. Some of 
this work is convincing but so much 
will be down to how the eventual 
developers are made to build quality.  
We’ve not agreed to anything and wait 
to see how the design standards will be 
expressed. 

Their design work also showed possible 
cross-sections of how streets and 
green corridors could include walking 
and cycling, some with open water 
channels, and including different 
vehicle types and buses.  

We think that Clotherholme’s design 
can be got right but we are concerned 
that Homes England must keep a strong 
grip on the reserved matters 
applications and the individual 
developers. 

Of course, design is just one aspect of 
what we are concerned about. 

Over half of the development is 
proposed to be green space. 
Developments are now expected to 
provide a net gain in bio-diversity. We 

are told that they are working to 
achieve this through habitat protection 
and a Laver country park. It appears 
that the military playing fields are to 
be built on, but whether the suggested 
alternative pitches in the masterplan 
will be sufficient is unclear. 

Where are the jobs going to come 
from? Homes England doesn’t intend to 
make use of the existing military 
buildings, which is a waste. What they 
are doing is to see how many jobs can 
be expected from home-working, 
especially now that this has become 
more common. How this avoids people 
commuting elsewhere remains to be 
seen.   

Homes England’s approach is that with 
jobs being provided at home and the 
village centre, there will be less traffic 
and lower vehicle ownership. We 
remain to be convinced. We still 
believe strongly that existing roads are 
not capable of taking any extra traffic 
between Clotherholme and the city 
centre and are too narrow to provide 
safely for walking and cycling. As you 
will expect, we’ve been pressing them 
to let through traffic use the existing 
military roads in the Barracks 
especially to Galphay Lane, something 
which, along with North Yorkshire 
County Council’s transport planners, 
they are rigidly refusing to 
incorporate. They tell us that it’s not 
their job to solve Ripon’s existing 
problems. 

This isn’t the most generous way for 
Homes England to secure a positive 
lasting legacy. 

Ripon City Council commissioned an 
independent report on Homes 
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England’s transport assessment. This 
has yet to be published. RCC has set up 
a working party on transport and 
traffic and a few of our Committee 
members have been invited to offer 
advice. It seems to us that Ripon City 
Council is well placed to make the case 
for the Galphay Lane link. 

Homes England will submit the outline 
planning application this summer. 
Before then, owing to Covid-19, they 
have made the updated proposals for 
the development available fully online. 
These are described as as 
  
“a high-quality mixed-use 
development called Clotherholme. The 
proposals include a new local centre 
with retail, community and 
commercial facilities, employment 
opportunities, parklands new primary 
school, sports facilities, up to 1,300 
new homes and improved pedestrian 
and cycling links, as well as offsite 
highway improvements.” 

You can view a series of information 
boards, an FAQ document and a pre-
recorded presentation from the 
project team at bit.ly/clotherholme 

This doesn’t leave any time now to 
influence the application’s contents. 
We should be ready to join other Ripon 

organisations to present a common 
response. Whatever happens, as the 
Society was an original signatory to 
have the neighbourhood plan and some 
of our members helped to write it) we 
will stand up for what the Plan sets out 
that Clotherholme should be providing 
for Ripon people. 

Finally we mustn’t overlook the 
purpose of the development to provide 
homes. What these new dwellings 
provide, who they are for and how 
they meet the best environmental 
standards in the post-Covid 19 and 
zero-carbon world will be crucial. 

Harrogate Borough Council has always 
wanted as many dwellings as possible 
at Clotherholme. Getting a 
development that works well for Ripon 
is going to be an uphill struggle over 
the coming months. How much of a 
struggle? We’ll just have to wait until 
the application is submitted. 

Once again, we’ll share what we learn. 
As soon as we’re clear about the 
outline planning application we’ll ask 
for your thoughts. These will help us 
decide what representations to make. 
At least one thing we can be sure 
about, Ripon Civic Society must be 
heard.    CH 

http://bit.ly/clotherholme
http://bit.ly/clotherholme
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Planning in a post-Covid World 

Our parent organisation, Civic Voice, 
has been helping time pass with a 
series of webinars - another word we 
might have to get used to. An early 
one was an interview with the 
Government’s recently retired Chief 
Planner, Steve Quartermain. 
  
Predictably, Steve was asked what he 
thought were the most significant 
changes during his twelve years in the 
role. Nor was it any real surprise that 
he started with publication of the 
National Planning Policy Framework.  
The NPPF (don’t you just hate 
acronyms - but they have their uses) 
attempted to slim down and focus on 
the policies that all LPAs (local 
planning authorities) need to follow in 
making sound plans and defensible 
decisions on planning applications. 
Steve said he felt that the NPPF does 
balance the need for “top-down” 
policy with “bottom up” decision 
making. It is after all, a framework. 

Until the Coalition Government came 
into power in 2010, plans were 
produced in a regional context set out 
in a RSS (Regional Spatial Strategy). 
These were abolished with LPAs then 
having to show how they co-operate 
with each other. Steve suggested that 
how to replace the RSS system was still 
a concern. 

The Coalition Government introduced 
Neighbourhood Planning. Steve was 
clear that preparing a neighbourhood 
plan remains an important opportunity 
for local communities using their 

wealth of evidence and experience. In 
Ripon we have our own neighbourhood 
plan; perhaps the time will come soon 
to evaluate what it’s achieved. 

He pointed also to the expansion of 
web access and how this is important 
for gathering evidence and 
consultation. 

The design agenda and “Place-making” 
have gained a higher profile recently 
with publication of national design 
guidance and a commitment to design 
codes. 

Did he have any concerns? Using the 
discretion required of retired civil 
servants, Steve chose to point to the 
expansion of “permitted 
development” categories to introduce 
more flexibility and speed into the 
Planning system. He surmised that this 
might be a Post-Covid direction for the 
Government. 

After an hour of questions, Steve 
concluded with asserting that Planning 
is essentially “positive” and if used in 
a positive way should be expected to 
influence outcomes. Development can 
bring good things. 

Footnote: Steve is being succeeded as 
Chief Planner by Joanna Averley who will 
be the first woman to hold the post. She 
has worked as a town planner for nearly 
30 years in and with local and central 
government and its agencies, as well as 
within the private and third sectors". 
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What next for our Programme?

Statues … art of the past or messages to the future?

Statues don’t usually engender strong feelings in a local population as many people 
may have little interest or no information about the subject. As we’ve seen 
recently in Bristol, strong feelings can be whipped up by those holding particular 
concerns. This ire can result in unilateral action that could have benefitted from 
wider debate and reflection upon which to make a decision. 

Ripon has very few statues in full view of the public, two in fact, one is a bronze 
bust of a soldier by FJ Wilcoxson, atop the cenotaph in Spa Gardens 
commemorating and listing the dead of the two World Wars and those who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice since.  

The other statue, about 50 feet away is the magnificent bronze of the First 
Marquess of Ripon, by Francis Derwent Wood who was one of the first to use his 
artistic skills in facial reconstruction of disfigured WW1 soldiers.  

The Cathedral also holds many fine memorials of local and wider significance.  

There’s also the Obelisk. It’s certainly commemorative. `  

Might thinking around this matter help us in pursuit of contemporary public art? 

For the rest of 2020, and probably well into next year, we’ll be going on-line for 
our meetings. So firstly be assured that we’ll send paper versions of the 
presentations to those of you without access to the internet. 

How will we do this? We’ll be using Zoom. This is a format for holding online 
meetings popular with increasing numbers of organisations. We shall be able to 
accommodate up to 100 of you, which should be ample. 

You don’t need to have a Zoom account to be able to join in. 

Before the published meeting date we will send you an email with a password so 
that you can view the speaker’s presentation. You’ll be able to send us any  
questions you might have. We will send you a password for the meeting. We’ll use 
this to answer your questions and to give you information on current issues and 
the programme. 

On September 3 we’ll have “Ripon Underground - Fact and Fiction”. In place of the 
design awards which have been cancelled for this year, on October 8 will be 
Richard Taylor’s talk on “In the Footsteps of the Marquess”. These will be at 7.30 
p.m. More to follow.


